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Parasites that affect alpacas 

Worms (internal parasites) and external parasites are currently estimated to 
cost the Australian agricultural sector hundreds of millions of dollars per 
year. Although economic losses due to parasitism in alpacas have not been 
quantified in intensive grazing systems, it is expected that parasitic 
gastroenteritis in alpacas would result in substantial production losses.  

Being familiar with the important worms on your property and how they 
multiply and survive helps you plan effective worm control and maximise 
profits and health of your alpacas. The common worms in Australia can be 
divided into 3 broad groups: 

 Roundworms: - Barbers Pole, Scour and Brown Stomach worms are the 
main ones but there are many others. 

 Tapeworms 

 Flukes 

 Other occasional parasites such as: - Coccidia, Itch Mite 

For descriptions, signs and treatments of parasites the Wormboss website is  
an excellent general resource.  

For specific information on worms affecting alpacas,  the 2018 Studies on 
gastrointestinal nematodes (“worms”) of alpacas. By Jane Vaughan, 
Mohammed Rashid and Abdul Jabbar is an in depth study providing 
comprehensive information to alpaca owners. 
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Source: - Wormboss — www.wormboss.com.au  and “Studies on gastrointestinal nematodes 

(“worms”) of alpacas.”By Jane Vaughan, Mohammed Rashid and Abdul Jabbar 

Welcome to the VER  
e-Newsletter 

Newsletters can be a great way to stay in touch 

by letting others know what you are doing during 

this times of physical distancing. We would love to 

hear from you with anything you would like to 

share -photos, stories, marketing your product or 

service, anything at all that is alpaca related in the 

Victorian Eastern Region.  

 

 

 

2019/2020 Alpaca of the Year results to be   

announced shortly. Stay Tuned! 

http://www.wormboss.com.au/sheep-goats/worms.php
https://ver.alpaca.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/04/Studies-on-gastrointestinal-nematodes-wormsof-alpacas.pdf
https://ver.alpaca.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/04/Studies-on-gastrointestinal-nematodes-wormsof-alpacas.pdf
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Want your product to stand out from the crowd? 

 AgriFutures provides a free provenance toolkit to help 
rural businesses stand out from the crowd 

“When it comes to food and fibre, consumers want to know who produced it, 

where it was produced and how it was produced. New AgriFutures Australia 

funded work not only confirms that building provenance through storytelling 

is a critical strategy for bringing brands and products to life, but also offers 

the practical tools to help small business achieve it. The provenance toolkit, 

developed by agricultural market research and digital marketing experts 

Honey and Fox, offers a suite of practical resources available for download 

via the AgriFutures Australia website.” 

The resources include: 

 Summary of consumer trends towards provenance, and technologies and 
platforms for sharing production stories 
 

 Practical guide and templates to help producers to share their story 

 Case studies outlining how producers are capitalising on the benefits of 
improved provenance storytelling within their businesses. 

 

The resources are practical, easy to navigate and relevant to Australian 

providers who want to share their provenance story.  

It really does not matter how small your alpaca business might be, you may find 

these resources very helpful. 

 

AgriFutures Australia website link 
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https://www.agrifutures.com.au/rural-industries/provenance-and-story-telling/?_cldee=cXVlcmllc0BhdXJhdmFsZWFscGFjYXMuY29tLmF1&recipientid=contact-7610fecd5bd3e91180f8000c29260fc8-d79a244987da44d89c3bb750a5cf5624&esid=95d7897f-6283-ea11-8111-000c29260fc8
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/rural-industries/provenance-and-story-telling/?_cldee=cXVlcmllc0BhdXJhdmFsZWFscGFjYXMuY29tLmF1&recipientid=contact-7610fecd5bd3e91180f8000c29260fc8-d79a244987da44d89c3bb750a5cf5624&esid=95d7897f-6283-ea11-8111-000c29260fc8
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Pacca Product Promotion 

Alpaca product available in the Victorian Eastern Region:  

Alternative View  - with their hand knitted hats and 

babies rattle 

Pitchingga Ridge - their online farm shop is stocked 

with soft suri wraps, scarves, throws, ponchos and more. 

For further information on these products and more, 

 visit the VER Regional Website 
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For the full article on Fibre Naturally go to the back page  

Local fibre 
mill -  
Fibre 

Naturally 
Make it into 

the  
The Weekly 

Times.  
April 2020 

 

 

 

Pitchingga 

Ridge Alpacas 

Brushed alpaca 

throws  
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https://ver.alpaca.asn.au/newsroom/
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The VER website is slowly being updated and is becoming  

a great resource for our members and guest. 

If you are new to alpacas you may enjoy reading the  

“New to alpacas” section under Alpaca Resources. 

 

Even long time alpaca owners may enjoy reading some of the  

“Alpaca health” and “On farm” articles, I have rediscovered them 

myself recently. These can also be found under Alpaca Re-

sources 

 

I expect to be adding further content to the website in the coming 

weeks, including an Alpaca Product page. 

 
At the time this eNewsletter was being published, the Alpaca Resources drop 

down menu was still to be updated, this can be overcome by simply clicking on 

the Alpaca Resources in the top menu and navigating to the actual  

Alpaca Resources page, I am hoping this will be resolved shortly. 
 

Alpacas and hypothermia. 
Whilst recently reviewing and updating our VER website I came across a 
very interesting and still relevant article on:- 

Alpacas and hypothermia.  

By Andrea Glew, previously of Hill Farrance Alpacas. 

“Introduction 

It may seem strange that animals who have originated in one of the coldest 
locations on earth can succumb to hypothermia or cold stress. The fact that 
such a thing can happen during the warmer parts of the year here in 
Australia may seem even stranger at first. However, adult alpacas can 
suffer from cold stress during freak cold snaps following shearing, when 
they are without the protection of their exceptionally warm fleece. Older 
animals, nursing mothers, thin animals and those suffering from nutritional 
deficiency are particularly susceptible. Very young animals born during 
autumn and late winter can also be at risk.Weather conditions to watch for 
are a sudden and severe drop in temperature, prolonged rain and cold 
wind. Each can be dangerous on its own but they are especially deadly in 
combination. Common sense husbandry practices and property 
improvements can substantially minimise the risk of hypothermia. As well, 
having an emergency plan and a supply of treatments on hand in the event 
of cold stress is a wise move. Animals with hypothermia may live for some 
hours, which means they have a good chance of recovering if quick action 
is taken.  

Symptoms 

Hypothermia occurs when the body temperature of an alpaca falls below 
the normal range of 37.5 to 38.6degrees C. Some breeders have observed 
body temperatures as low as 32 degrees C while others were not even able 
to get a temperature to register on the rectal thermometer. The drop in 
body temperature in turn causes poor circulation. Apart from low body 
temperature, shivering would seem to be the other obvious symptom but in 
fact hypothermia is not always easy to recognise. Shivering is simply a 
contraction of muscles and is the body’s way of generating heat. Once the 
alpaca has used up its store of energy, shivering stops and the body 
temperature begins to drop. However, it is easy to miss this initial stage of 
hypothermia, especially if the onset of bad weather occurs at night. Other 
signs of hypothermia include slow and shallow breathing, a slow heart rate 
(around 16 beats a minute), mental depression and coma. Shivering also 
occurs when the animals begin to warm up. At times shivering can be 
confined to the head but at other times the whole body. One breeder has 
likened it to the symptoms of staggers.” 

To read more of this article click here 

https://ver.alpaca.asn.au/alpaca-resources/
https://ver.alpaca.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/05/Website-Alpacas-and-hypothermia.pdf
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This issues game! 

Thanks Lalirra Alpacas for this 
crossword all about alpacas. 

 

 

Answers on the next page.  
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Answers to the crossword. 

 

 

 

REVIEW YOUR HERD 

Time on your hands?  

Why not review your herd on eAlpaca. 

Go to eAlpaca, My animals, here you can review the 

alpacas registered to your stud.  

Transfer or update any that are no longer under your 

care.  

You also have the ability to update colour and animal 

status. 

May 10th, 2020 
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Cont’d. The Weekly Times, 
Country Living article on  

Fibre Naturally! 

 

 

 

Please send any proposed content to Lynda Holdsworth via the  

VER Secretary or directly to queries@auravalealpacas.com.au 
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